At-a-glance table of Mohamed ‘Al’ Fayed’s & The Guardian’s shifting

‘cash for questions’ allegations��

date�where allegations appeared�allegation features������25.9.94�Orally from Fayed to his friend Brian Hitchen, then editor of The Sunday Express�Fayed paid £50,000 to his lobbyist Greer who paid Hamilton and Smith1 

(No mention of Hamilton and Smith being paid £2,000 per question)

(No mention of Fayed paying Hamilton or Smith directly)  

(No mention of Fayed’s employees paying Smith, Hamilton or Greer)

(No mention of Greer being paid cash) 

(No mention of Hamilton receiving free shopping at Harrods) 

(No mention of Hamilton receiving Harrods gift vouchers)  ������20.10.94�The Guardian�Fayed paid Greer £50,000 plus Greer’s monthly invoices which varied from £8,000 - £10,000, depending on the number of questions asked1

Greer paid Hamilton and Smith £2,000 per question1 

Hamilton had free shopping at Harrods1

(No mention of Fayed paying Hamilton or Smith directly)  

(No mention of Fayed’s employees paying Smith, Hamilton or Greer)  

(No mention of Greer being paid cash) 

(No mention of Hamilton receiving Harrods gift vouchers)������22.10.94�The Daily Mail�‘A Tory MP’ gets Harrods gift vouchers������23.10.94�The News of the World�Hamilton named as the Tory to whom Fayed gave gift vouchers1

Fayed paid Hamilton £15,000 Harrods vouchers in £1,000 denominations1������27.10.94�letter to Select Committee from Alex Carlile�Fayed paid Hamilton £6,000 Harrods vouchers in £100 denominations1

Fayed claims that his employees will corroborate his gift voucher allegations

(No mention of Smith, Hamilton or Greer being paid cash)

(No mention of Fayed’s employees paying Smith, Hamilton or Greer)������5.12.94�letter to Select Committee from Fayed solicitors D J Freeman�Fayed paid Hamilton £20,000 directly2 (£2,500 in 8 private meetings)

Fayed paid Hamilton £8,000 Harrods vouchers in £100 denominations1

(No suggestion that Fayed’s employees could corroborate allegations)

(No mention of Fayed’s employees paying Smith, Hamilton or Greer)  

(No mention of Greer being paid cash)������14.12.94�The Guardian’s defence of Hamilton & Greer’s libel action�As 5 12 94 plus:

Fayed paid Greer cheques: £12,000 plus £6,000 plus £13,333, which Greer used to pay Hamilton and Smith1������26. 6. 95�Fayed’s & The Guardian’s witness statements for libel action�As 14. 12. 94 plus:

a) Hamilton paid in two ways only: via the lobbyist Greer and directly from Fayed

b) No witnesses were involved any of the payments������27. 9. 96�witness statements from Fayed and 3 employees �Not as 26. 6. 95:

Fayed paid Hamilton 2 or 3 times between £2,000�£3,000 in envelopes processed by Fayed’s Park Lane office staff3

Fayed paid Greer £5,000 cash every quarter through Park Lane staff1    ������23. 1. 97�Fayed’s oral examination for the parliamentary inquiry by Sir Gordon Downey�As 27. 9. 96 plus:

Fayed paid Hamilton £40,000 � £60,000 cash1

Fayed paid Hamilton £3,000-£8,000 Harrods vouchers in either £500 or £1,000 denominations1������18. 2. 97�letter to Downey from Fayed’s legal adviser Stuart Benson�As 27 9 96 except:

Fayed paid Hamilton £7,000 Harrods vouchers in £100 denominations1������19.10.98�Tom Bower’s biography of Mohamed Fayed �Fayed paid Hamilton ‘bricks’ of £50 notes��

This document is taken from Section Two of:-Guardianlies.com



notes: 	1  rejected/not accepted by Sir Gordon Downey (Smith resigned because he had been paid by Fayed directly.  However, Smith’s unclear resignation letter

    created the false impression that the Guardian’s story — that he had been paid by Greer — was true.  The true facts of Smith’s resignation — that he had

    received payments from Fayed but not from Greer — were not confirmed until 12 February 1997 when Smith gave oral evidence to the Downey Inquiry)

	2  accepted by Sir Gordon Downey on the word of Fayed alone, in spite of the allegation being unsupported by any material or circumstantial evidence (such

    as unaccounted deposits in bank/building society accounts or reduced use of credit cards) 

	3  accepted by Sir Gordon Downey on the word of Fayed and his closest staff, in spite of their evidence/probity being challenged by nine

    witnesses whom Downey did not call to testify, and in spite of the allegation being unsupported by any material or circumstantial evidence








