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Foreword





From The Guardian’s admitted campaign against Conservative MP Neil Hamilton, most commentators in the British media and beyond would conclude that his back-bench support for Mohamed Fayed’s acquisition of Harrods department chain must have been particularly heavy.  However, when examined in context with other MPs’ far greater interest Hamilton’s parliamentary interventions appear indifferent, and hardly compatible to the allegation that he had been paid up to £40,000 for his trouble.



Similarly, The Guardian’s conspicuous failure to mention the far more intense activities by Labour MP Dale Campbell-Savours, whom other evidence shows was secretly acting in collusion with the Guardian, has resulted in few students of the affair appreciating that his role was the biggest role of all.  





�Written questions



Of the three MPs — Dale Campbell-Savours, Tim Smith and Neil Hamilton — who sympathised most with Fayed’s battle to retain Harrods against moves to unseat him by Lonrho’s chief executive Tiny Rowland, Hamilton was the least active.  His record of nine written questions falls short of Smith’s total of twenty-seven and Campbell-Savours’ tally of eleven.



Hamilton’s nine questions are reproduced below.  They are anodyne and designed to cause mischief for Tiny Rowland’s Lonrho � which is entirely consistent with his stated motivation for supporting Fayed.



The dates on the left are the dates of the replies to the questions (usually between 3-5 days after the question was tabled).  Hamilton asked over a period of 3½ years: 



11. 11. 85� - the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry if he is satisfied that the independent directors appointed to the board of the Observer Ltd., in accordance with the conditions recommended by the Monopolies and Merger Commission in 1981, can effectively exercise the role ascribed to them.�����11. 11. 85� - the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry if he is satisfied that all the conditions recommended by the Monopolies and Mergers Commission in 1981 for the transfer of the Observer Ltd. to Lonrho are being met in full; and if he will make a statement.�����24. 2. 87� - the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry (1) when his Department expects to be able to reply to letters from Mr. M. J. Palmer dated 30 January and 6 February;

        (2) when he expects to be in a position to reply to a letter addressed to him dated 2 February from Mohamed Al Fayed.�����7. 6. 88� - the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster what is the estimated cost to public funds so far of the current inquiry into House of Fraser plc.�����7. 6. 88� - the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster when Inspectors were appointed to carry out the current inquiry into House of Fraser plc; and what is the earliest date on which he expects to receive their report.�����6. 4. 89� - the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether Dr. Ashraf Marwan is an accredited diplomat representing the Arab Republic of Egypt in the United Kingdom.�����7. 4. 89� - the Secretary of State for Defence what representations he has received on the effects of Lonrho’s attempts to frustrate British arms sales to Kenya; and if he will make a statement.�����10. 4. 89� - the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster what information he has on the volume of arms export business with Libya conducted by Lonrho or its subsidiary company, Tradewinds plc.�����12. 4. 89� - the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether foreigners holding diplomatic passports, but not accredited in the United Kingdom, are exempt from normal entry procedures when visiting this country.���

�Written Questions in the House Re: House of Fraser and Lonrho����(Neil Hamilton’s and Tim Smith’s activity correct, other MPs’ activity may be understated)�������Date of reply�Member�Number of questions�Type��1985�������March 11�Teddy Taylor, C�1�pro-Lonrho��June 6�Bryan Gould, L�1�pro-Lonrho��June 14�Bryan Gould, L�1�pro-Lonrho��June 24�Ian Wrigglesworth, SDP�3�pro-Lonrho��June 28�Ian Wrigglesworth, SDP�1�pro-Lonrho��July 12�Ian Wrigglesworth, SDP�1�pro-Lonrho��Nov. 11�Neil Hamilton, C�2�anti-Lonrho��1986��Jan. 16�Tony Banks, L�1�pro-Lonrho���Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�pro-Lonrho��Jan. 20�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�5�pro-Lonrho��Jan. 21�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�pro-Lonrho��Jan. 27�Tony Banks, L�1�pro-Lonrho��Jan. 28�Tony Banks, L�1�pro-Lonrho��June 19�Brian Sedgemore, L�1�pro-Lonrho��1987��Jan. 12�Teddy Taylor, C�2�pro-Lonrho���Jeff Rooker, L�1�pro-Lonrho��Feb. 2�Tam Dalyell, L�1�pro-Lonrho��Feb. 19�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�pro-Lonrho��Feb. 23�Robert Adley, C�1�neutral��Feb 24�Neil Hamilton, C�1�anti-Lonrho��Feb. 25�Tam Dalyell, L�1�neutral��March 11�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho��March 16�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho��March 17�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho��March 19�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho��March 23�Tim Smith, C�2�anti-Lonrho��March 27�Andrew Bowden, C�2�pro-Fayed��March 30�Andrew Bowden, C�1�anti-Lonrho��April 9�Andrew Bowden, C�1�pro-Fayed��April 10�Andrew Bowden, C�1�pro-Fayed��April 22�Andrew Bowden, C�1�pro-Fayed��April 27�Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��May 1�Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��May 7�Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��July 9�John Butterfill, C�1�neutral���Mark Fisher, L�3�neutral��Oct. 28�Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��Nov. 5�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho���Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��Nov. 13�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho��Nov. 19�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho��1988��Feb. 10�Tim Smith, C�3�anti-Lonrho��Feb. 18�John Marshall, C�1�neutral��Feb. 29�Tim Smith, C�2�anti-Lonrho��March 14�Ron Brown, L�1�pro-Lonrho��May 25�Tim Smith, C�2�anti-Lonrho��June 7�Neil Hamilton, C�2�neutral��June 16�Teddy Taylor, C�1�neutral��July 13�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho��July 19�Tim Smith, C�1�anti-Lonrho��July 20�Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��July 26�Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��July 28�Brian Gould, L�1�neutral���Teddy Taylor, C�1�neutral��Nov. 1�Teddy Taylor, C�6�neutral��Nov. 10�Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��Nov. 28�Tim Smith, C�1�neutral��

1989��Jan. 18�Jeff Rooker, L�1�neutral��Jan. 23�Teddy Taylor�2�anti-Fayed��April 6�Neil Hamilton, C�1�neutral��April 7�Neil Hamilton, C�1�anti-Lonrho��April 7�Teddy Taylor, C�3�neutral��April 10�Neil Hamilton, C�1�anti-Lonrho��April 12�Neil Hamilton, C�1�anti-Lonrho��April 12�Tam Dalyell, L�1�neutral��April 13�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�anti-Lonrho��April 17�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�anti-Lonrho��April 19�Jim Wallace, Lib�1�neutral���Charles Kennedy, Lib�1�neutral���Dennis Skinner, L�1�anti-Fayed��April 21�Teddy Taylor, C�1�neutral��April 24�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�anti-Lonrho��April 25�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�2�neutral��April 26�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�anti-Lonrho��May 5�Bryan Gould, L�1�anti-Fayed��May 8�Teddy Taylor, C�2�anti-Fayed��May 17�Tam Dalyell, L�1�neutral���Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�anti-Lonrho��July 25�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�anti-Lonrho��July 28�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�neutral��Oct. 31�Teddy Taylor, C�1�neutral��Nov. 6�Teddy Taylor, C�2�neutral��Nov. 10�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�neutral��Nov. 13�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1�anti-Lonrho��Nov. 15�Jeff Rooker, L�2�anti-Fayed��Dec. 4�Teddy Taylor, C�1�anti-Fayed��Dec. 6�Teddy Taylor, C�1�anti-Fayed��1990��March 1�Teddy Taylor, C�1�neutral���Martin Brandon-Bravo, C�1�neutral��1991��Nov 6�Alex Carlile QC, Lib�3�Anti-Fayed��Nov 7�Alex Carlile QC, Lib�1�Anti-Fayed��Nov 11�Teddy Taylor, C�1�Anti-Fayed��Nov 20�Alex Carlile QC, Lib�2�Anti-Fayed��1992��Jan 15�Alex Carlile QC, Lib�1�Anti-Fayed��May 13�Alex Carlile QC, Lib�1�Anti-Fayed�������

--------------------------------------------------------

�Oral interventions



Apart from Tim Smith’s Adjournment Debate (which, arguably, is worth tens of questions), Smith made oral interventions on one occasion, while Campbell-Savours spoke on sixteen occasions.  Hamilton, however, did not speak once from the Floor of the House.



Furthermore, there were numerous opportunities for Hamilton to demonstrate his value to Fayed if he was in his pay, including debates which elicited contributions from over thirty MPs. 



These occasions include Tim Smith’s adjournment debate of 17 June 1986; Labour front bench trade spokesman Bryan Gould’s private notice question of 4 April 1989; and Trade Secretary Nicholas Ridley’s statement to the House on the release of the DTI Inspectors’ report of 7 March 1990 � in at least one of which it would be reasonable to expect Hamilton to have participated if he was in Fayed’s pay, unless, that is, his activity elsewhere made up for his lack of outspokenness, which it did not.  



�Oral Questions in the House Re: House of Fraser and Lonrho����(Hamilton’s and Smith’s activity correct, other MPs’ activity may be understated)�������Date�Member�Number of questions�Type��1986��June 17�Tim Smith’s adjournment debate on The Observer�pro-Fayed���Tim Smith, C�1 (14-minute speech)����Dale Campbell-Savours, L�1 (3-minute speech)�pro-Lonrho/anti-Fayed�������1987��Jan. 28�Paul Channon (Gov. Minister) answering questions ���Teddy Taylor, C�                               2�neutral���Dale Campbell-Savours, L�                               1 medley of 4�anti-Fayed���Sir Alex Fletcher, C�                               1�neutral��1988��Dec. 12�Nicholas Lyell (Gov. Minister) answering questions ���Jeff Rooker, L�                               1�anti-Fayed����1989��Jan. 18�Tony Newton (Gov. Minister) answering questions���Sir Peter Emery, C�                               1�neutral��Jan. 23�Sir Nicholas Lyell (Gov. Minister) answering questions���Jeff Rooker, L�                               4 (1 + 1 medley of 3)�anti-Fayed���Tim Smith, C�                               1 medley of 3�pro-Fayed���Chris Mullin, L�                               3 (1 + 1 medley of 2)�anti-Fayed��Feb. 13�Sir Patrick Mayhew (Gov. Minister) answering questions���Jeff Rooker, L�                               4 (1 + 1 medley of 3)�anti-Fayed��March 23�Tim Sainsbury (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               2 (1PQ + 7-minute speech)�anti-Lonrho��April 4�BRYAN GOULD’S PRIVATE NOTICE QUESTION����Tony Newton (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Bryan Gould, L�                             10 (1 + 1 medley of 9)�pro-Lonrho���Ivan Lawrence, C�                               1 medley of 2�anti-Lonrho���Gerald Bermingham, L�                               1�pro-Lonrho���Jonathan Aitken, C�                               1 medley of 3�neutral���Stuart Bell, L�                               1 medley of 4�pro-Lonrho���Richard Page, C�                               1 medley of 2�pro-Govt.���Charles Kennedy, Lib�                               1 medley of 3�anti-Govt.���Teddy Taylor, C�                               1 medley of 3�anti-Fayed���Brian Sedgemore, L�                               1 medley of 2�anti-F. anti-Govt.���Ian Gow, C�                               1�neutral���Dale Campbell-Savours, L�                               1 medley of 5�anti-Lonrho/pro-Fayed���Sir Anthony Grant, C�                               1 medley of 2�neutral���Doug Hoyle, L�                               1 medley of 2�anti-F. anti-Govt.���James Arbuthnot, C�                               1 medley of 2�neutral��April 6�Prime Minister’s Question Time����Neil Kinnock, L�                               1�neutral���John Wakeham (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               1 medley of 2�anti-Lonrho��April 10�Bernard Weatherill (the Speaker) taking Points of Order����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               1�anti-Lonrho�������April 17�Peter Thurnham, C (later Lib)�                               1�neutral��April 19�Francis Maude (Gov. Minister) answering questions����John Garrett, L�                               1 medley of 2�anti-Govt.��April 24�Richard Luce (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Jeff Rooker, L�                               1�anti-Govt.��April 25�Points of Order to the Speaker����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               1�anti-Lonrho��May 15�Points of Order to the Speaker����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               1�anti-Lonrho��May 25 �John Wakeham (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               5 (2 medleys of 2; + 1)�anti-Lonrho��May 25 �Points of Order to the Speaker����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               1�anti-Lonrho��June 26�Points of Order to the Speaker����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               1�anti-Lonrho��June 29 �John Wakeham (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Dale Campbell-Savours�                               1 medley of 4)�anti-Lonrho��July 25�Prime Minister’s Question Time����Dale Campbell-Savours, L�                               1 medley of 3�anti-Lonrho����1990��Jan. 8�Sir Patrick Mayhew (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Teddy Taylor, C�                               1 medley of 2�anti-Fayed��Jan. 17�Nicholas Ridley (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Teddy Taylor, C�                               2�anti-Fayed���Eric. Heffer, L�                               1 medley of 2�anti-Fayed������March 7�STATEMENT ON DTI INSPECTORS’ REPORT����Nicholas Ridley (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Mo Mowlam, L�                             1 medley of 13�anti-Fayed���Paul Channon, C�                             1 medley of 7�neutral���Sir David Steel, Lib�                             1 medley of 3�anti-Fayed���Norman Tebbit, C�                             1 medley of 3�neutral���Robert Sheldon, L�                             1�anti-Fayed���Anthony Nelson, C�                             1 medley of 2�neutral���Michael Foot, L�                             1 medley of 3�neutral���Sir Peter Tapsell, C�                             1 medley of 2�anti-Fayed���Dale Campbell-Savours, L�                             1 medley of 3�anti-Lonrho/pro-Fayed���Robin Maxwell-Hyslop, C�                             1�anti-Fayed���Peter Shore, L�                             1�anti-Fayed���David Ashby, L�                             1 medley of 3�anti-Fayed���Harry Ewing, L�                             1�anti-Fayed���Teddy Taylor, C�                             1 medley of 3�anti-Fayed���Brian Sedgemore, L�                             1 medley of 2�anti-Fayed anti-Govt.���Kenneth Warren, C�                             1 medley of 3�anti-Fayed��March 8�Prime Minister’s Question Time����Neil Kinnock, L�                             5 (1 + 2 medleys of 2)�anti-Fayed��March 23�Tim Sainsbury (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Dale Campbell-Savours, L�                               1�anti-Lonrho��March 27�Prime Minister’s Question Time����Charles Wardle, C�                             1�anti-Fayed anti-Govt.��April 2�Sir Patrick Mayhew (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Alex Carlile, Lib�                               1 medley of 2�anti-Fayed��April 18�John Redwood (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Dave Nellist, L�                             3 (1 + 1 medley of 2)�anti-Fayed anti-Govt.���Geoffrey Dickens, C�                             1 medley of 2�anti-Fayed���Tam Dalyell, L�                             1 medley of 2�anti-Fayed���Charles Wardle, C�                             1 medley of 2�neutral�������1991��Feb. 4�Sir Patrick Mayhew (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Dennis Skinner L�                               1 medley of 3�anti-Fayed�������March 18�Sir Patrick Mayhew (Gov. Minister) answering questions����Teddy Taylor C�                               1 medley of 2�anti-Fayed������������

�Parliamentary Motions (Early Day Motions or EDMs)



Neil Hamilton tabled just three, brief, early day motions (EDMs)



10. 3. 87�Harrods agreement with staff: EDM 724 applauding agreement reached on 19 February 1987 & noting withdrawal of proposed motion tabled by [Labour MP] Clare Short condemning Harrods treatment of their staff.�����12. 7. 88�Mr. Tiny Rowland: EDM 1358 condemning barrage of propaganda being sent to hon. Members on behalf of Lonrho plc; demanding that he pursue vendetta against House of Fraser elsewhere, & that DTI should urge completion of their inquiry into House of Fraser without delay.�����  3. 5. 89�EDM 809  That this House notes with concern the close links between Lonrho, its subsidiary Tradewinds, and Dr. Ashraf Marwan, a close friend of Colonel Gadaffi and the Libyan regime; takes account of serious security implication; and calls for an immediate investigation into the company’s operations. ��

When Neil Hamilton’s record of tabling Parliamentary motions is examined, their nature is in keeping with his stated reasons for supporting Fayed: that he supported Fayed’s purchase of Harrods because the government had supported it, and that he sympathised with Fayed because he felt he was suffering an unjustified onslaught from Tiny Rowland.  However, everyone’s performance is dwarfed by Dale Campbell-Savours, who tabled fifty-eight motions - most of which were based on information supplied by Fayed’s legal adviser, Royston Webb and his collaborator, Guardian journalist David Leigh.  Not only does the number of Campbell-Savours’ motions exceed Hamilton’s, so does their length and their vehemence.  Recorded below are two fairly typical examples of Campbell-Savours’ 58 EDMs:



8. 3. 90�EDM 680  That this House notes that the Department of Trade and Industry report into the House of Fraser Holding states that all of the evidence points to the Sultan of Brunei being the source of the funds used by the Al-Fayeds in the take-over of the House of Fraser; notes that on 23 October 1985 His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan Negara Brunei Daressalam wrote to Mohamed Al Fayed stating there was no connection between the Al Fayed family, the House of Fraser and the Sultan of Brunei; asks those who compiled the Department of Trade and Industry report why they failed to publish this letter which came from a head of state of a country very friendly to Britain; believes that the implication of the comments of those who rightly or wrongly accuse the Al Fayeds of lying is that not only is Mr. Mohamed Al Fayed lying but also friend of Britain, The Sultan of Brunei; believes that this is a very grave allegation for an honourable Member or Tiny Rowland to level against a foreign head of state; questions how it is that honourable Members are prepared to leave in Brunei a battalion of Ghurka troops whilst accusing its head of state of being a liar; and calls upon Mr. Tiny Rowland to divest himself of control of the Observer newspaper.�����11. 7. 91�EDM 1123 That this House congratulates Miss Julie Flint, award winning Observer journalist for her courage in writing an article chronicling the excesses of the government in Malawi and for fending off attacks from the Observer’s editor Donald Trelford and proprietor Tiny Rowland; further congratulates Observer journalist John Merritt and John Sweeney for supporting Julie Flint’s right to report objectively what she believes to be the truth; strongly believes that Julie Flint must not resign from the paper but should remain to advance the interests of a free Press against those who would stuff rat sandwiches down the throats of the Observer’s respected journalists; considers the position of the Observer’s journalists to be akin to that of diners in a restaurant where the head waiter enjoys no respect from the waiting staff and where the menu comprises only of chicken because the proprietor happens to own his own chicken farm; notes that Julie Flint wrote her informative article on 16th June and that within days Donald Trelford quite fairly allowed the London-based Malawi High Commissioner to write a letter in response; notes that this concession was insufficient for Lonrho; notes that a Banda aide then wrote a further article attacking Julie Flint to be followed by an Observer apology which included the words ‘regrets any errors’ in Flint’s report; notes that despite protests from Observer journalists this article was published on 23rd June; and further notes that President Banda was still displeased and wanted a further apology. ��**[This motion is one of only three out of fifty-eight tabled by Campbell-Savours that did not call on Tiny Rowland to sell The Observer]



Of the fifty-eight Early Day Motions tabled by Dale Campbell-Savours, fifty-seven criticised Tiny Rowland’s ownership of The Observer newspaper and fifty-five called on him to sell it.  However, Campbell-Savours has no record of criticism of editorial interference in other newspapers (such as Rupert Murdoch’s influence on the Times, which resulted in the paper mollifying its coverage of China causing a maelstrom of Press criticism).  Furthermore, under Tiny Rowland’s ownership and Donald Trelford’s editorship the Observer’s news and political pages were invariably anti-Conservative, providing him and his Labour colleagues with ammunition to hurl at the government almost every week.  



�Early Day Motions (Parliamentary Motions) Re: House of Fraser and Lonrho����(complete list.  All MPs’ activity believed correct.)��

Date of display�

           Member�

                         among points raised�Calling on Tiny Rowland to sell

The Observer?��1986��16 June�Brian Sedgemore, L�deploring attempts by Eldon Griffiths MP to stop Observer reporting Harrods affair�No�������16 June�Brian Sedgemore, L�deploring attempts by Tim Smith MP to stop Observer reporting Harrods affair�No�������23 June�Eldon Griffiths, C�calls on The Observer to cease fire in its vendetta on behalf of its proprietor�No�������1987�������10 Mar.�Neil Hamilton, C �  applauding Harrods reaching agreement with staff�No����1988����12 July �Neil Hamilton, C�  condemning Tiny Rowland’s barrage of propaganda�No����1989����  4 April �Brian Sedgemore, L�condemns merchant bankers Kleinwort Benson and the DTI over sale of House of Fraser�No�������13 April �Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes links between the family of Michael Howard MP and Lonrho�Yes�������13 April�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes links between the family of Michael Howard MP and Lonrho�No�������18 April�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�congratulates Observer journalist John Sweeney for an article on eavesdropping�Yes�������19 April�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that Lonrho chairman Sir Edward du Cann MP had a cheque for £25,000 dishonoured�Yes�������24 April�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes suggestion that Lonrho might have tapped Fayed’s ’phones at 60 Park Lane�Yes�������24 April�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes allegations that Lonrho had a dirty tricks department�Yes�������24 April�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�calls on The Observer’s John Sweeney to write article on Lonrho’s alleged phone-tapping�Yes�������25 April�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that The Observer has reported Lonrho’s alleged phone-tapping�Yes�������26 April�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�calls on Tiny Rowland to sue the person who made the phone-tapping allegations�Yes�������  2 May�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that an Observer story alleging bribery in a Tornado aircraft deal is false�Yes�������  3 May�Neil Hamilton, C�calls for an investigation of alleged trading links between Lonrho and Libya�Yes�������15 May�Tim Smith, C�notes the failure of The Observer’s independent directors to stop abuses by Tiny Rowland�Yes�������16 May�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that an Observer story about Mark Thatcher is untrue and calls for an apology�Yes�������16 May�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes memo by Observer journalist David Leigh criticising the Mark Thatcher story�Yes�������16 May �Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that there was insufficient evidence for allegations against Mark Thatcher�Yes�������18 May�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes how The Observer’s editor follows Rowland’s wishes over the Tornado bribes story�Yes�������18 May�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes how The Observer’s editor wrote an unassigned story on Mark Thatcher�Yes�������25 May�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes Observer editor’s article stating that Lonrho’s interests be declared in news items�Yes�������13 June�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�calls on the government to prosecute Tiny Rowland under the Theft Act�Yes�������13 June�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that if the 1976 DTI Report on Lonrho is withheld then a cover-up may be alleged�Yes�������14 June�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that The Observer’s editor portrayed the Bahamas’ Prime Minister favourably�Yes�������20 June�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�understands that Lonrho sought to promote trade between Iran and South Africa�Yes�������20 June�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that the editor of The Observer was under pressure to implicate Mark Thatcher�Yes�������  3 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�regrets that the associate editor of The Observer, David Leigh, has resigned �Yes�������  3 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�welcomes an inquiry by The Observer’s independent directors into editorial interference�Yes�������  3 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�welcomes The Observer’s independent directors’ investigation into editorial interference�Yes�������  4 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�recalls a Lonrho director admits being anti-BAe in favour of Lonrho-affiliated Dassault�Yes�������  4 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that the information refuting the Tornado story came from an armaments dealer�Yes�������  4 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�wonders why Observer journalist wrote false BAe bribes story at behest of proprietor�Yes�������  5 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�recalls The Observer’s deputy editor’s claim that the paper tended to Rowland’s interests �Yes�������  5 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes David Leigh’s view in The Guardian that The Observer has become a sick paper �Yes�������  5 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that The Observer’s solicitors cannot justify the paper’s attacks on Mark Thatcher�Yes�������  6 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�believes that The Observer’s editor’s sycophancy is inconsistent with that of a good paper�Yes�������  6 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes comments in The Guardian that The Observer’s image has been tarnished�Yes�������  6 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes an editor of Lonrho paper the Kenya Star had been sacked for criticising the govt.�Yes�������24 July �Dale Campbell-Savours, L�regrets Observer editor promised to run story alleging BAe used bribes to sell Tornadoes�Yes�������24 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes D C-Savours’ complaint to Press Council re: Observer’s story on BAe bribes�Yes�������24 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes D C-Savours’ complaint to Press Council re: Observer’s stories about M. Thatcher �Yes�������26 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that Observer’s stories about Tornado-deal bribes and M. Thatcher are both false�Yes�������26 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�believes The Observer’s editor and Rowland rendered nugatory the independent directors�Yes�������26 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes The Guardian states that The Observer’s circulation fell 7.2% in 12 mths to 698,000 �Yes�������27 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes a US document states that Lonrho lent Adnan Khashoggi $5M for missiles to Iran�Yes�������27 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�questions the desirability of newspaper ownership and ‘hardware trading’ in same hands�Yes�������27 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�applauds the Independent’s attempt to gain control of The Observer and regrets its failure�Yes�������28 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that Sir Edward du Cann negotiated to borrow $1.1 billion from Liechtenstein co.�Yes�������28 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�recalls that The Observer’s articles against Mark Thatcher were written by the editor�Yes�������28 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes The Observer’s independent directors were not consulted over mid-week edition�Yes�������  6 Nov.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes mid-week edition was based on copy of DTI report leaked from the Fraud Squad�Yes����1990����18 Jan.�George Galloway, L�calls on the government to publish the DTI report by Aldous and Brooke �No�������15 Feb.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�recalls that in 1987 a letter from Rowland stated Henry Brooke should be disqualified�Yes�������15 Feb.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes that the DTI report appears to be more available in Bangkok than in Parliament �Yes�������15 Feb.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�asks whether the Fraud Squad officers implicated in DTI report leak are still serving�Yes�������  1 Mar.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�notes an Observer journalist’s comment that nobody on the paper cared if Rowland sold it�Yes�������  1 Mar.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�believes the Monop. & Mergers Comm. wrongly allowed Rowland to buy The Observer�Yes�������  1 Mar.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�believes MI6 files on Rowland should have been available to the M & M Commission�Yes�������  1 Mar.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�wonders what companies other than Lonrho had two directors with close links to MI6�Yes�������  1 Mar.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�recalls DTI Insp. A. Heyman could only see Rowland’s MI6 file if accompanied by police�Yes�������  8 Mar.�Doug Hoyle, L�views the statement on release of the DTI Report was inadequate and calls for debate�Yes�������  8 Mar.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�believes anyone calling Mohamed al Fayed a liar is calling the Sultan of Brunei a liar too�Yes�������23 July�Alex Salmond, SN�regrets Lonrho’s closure of The Observer Scotland, and hopes for a reversal of decision�No�������29 Nov.�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�expresses concern that the police inquiry is limited to the leak of the DTI Report �No�������  7 Dec.�Ken Warren, C�calls on House of Fraser and other investigated companies to repay costs of DTI Reports�No����1991����11 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�congratulates Observer journalist Julie Flint for an article attacking President of Malawi�No�������11 July�Dale Campbell-Savours, L�wonders how Tiny Rowland’s conflicts of interest determine what The Observer reports�Yes��-----------------------------



Comparison of Campbell-Savours’, Smith’s and Hamilton’s activity re: Fayed/Lonrho



1985-1987 inclusive (identified activity)��������Campbell-Savours�Smith�Hamilton�������anti-Lonrho or anti-Fayed?�anti-Fayed/pro-Lonrho�anti-Lonrho/pro-Fayed�anti-Lonrho/pro-Fayed��early day motions�0�0�1��oral interventions�2�1�0��written questions�8�14�3��After 1987, Campbell-Savours switched sides from being a supporter of Lonrho against Fayed and instead led a parliamentary campaign attacking Tiny Rowland’s ownership of The Observer newspaper, using information provided by Fayed and Observer journalist David Leigh.



1988-1991 inclusive (identified activity)��������Campbell-Savours

(last activity: EDM on 11/7/91)�Smith 

(last activity: EDM on 3/5/89)�Hamilton

(last activity: EDM on 15/5/89)�������anti-Lonrho or anti-Fayed?�anti-Lonrho/pro-Fayed�anti-Lonrho/pro-Fayed�anti-Lonrho/pro-Fayed��early day motions�58�1�2��oral interventions�14�1�0��written questions�11�13�6�������total alleged payments �(no allegations made)�£6,000, then £10,000

(admitted £18,000)�£50,000, then £28,000, then £40,000 -£60,000��

[Note: Fayed originally alleged (through the editor of the Sunday Express, Brian Hitchen) to Prime Minister John Major on 30 September 1994 that Neil Hamilton had been paid £50,000 by Ian Greer to table 17 written questions.  In The Guardian’s defence to Hamilton’s and Greer’s libel actions, Fayed alleged giving Hamilton £20,000 cash and £8,000 in gift vouchers directly.  Under oral examination for the Parliamentary Inquiry conducted by Sir Gordon Downey Fayed then alleged giving Hamilton £40,000 � £60,000.  Hamilton denies all allegations.]



Hamilton’s unrecorded performance is equally unremarkable, there being proof that he had refused to put his name to letters to Ministers on Fayed’s behalf that Ian Greer had drafted for his consideration.  Furthermore, Hamilton attended only two of the four delegations of Fayed sympathetic MPs led by House of Fraser’s consultant, Sir Peter Hordern MP, to see the four consecutive Trade Secretaries that held responsibility for the Harrods sale in the second half of the 1980s. 



However, in describing the lobbying efforts of Fayed’s supporters, in his report of 3 July 1997 Sir Gordon Downey states: 



‘This lobbying activity was a highly partisan affair, not just in its single-minded and uncritical promotion of the interests of House of Fraser, but in its relentlessly anti-Lonrho tone.’



But whilst an examination of Fayed’s greatest supporter, Tim Smith, shows it to be nothing like ‘single-minded and uncritical promotion’, Hamilton’s ‘support’ was limited to two mildly supportive written questions and one mildly supportive parliamentary motion over four years.



As for Downey’s suggestion that this lobbying activity was ‘relentlessly anti-Lonrho’ in tone, the only person whose activity against Lonrho was ‘relentless’ is Labour MP Dale Campbell-Savours, whose fifty-eight motions criticising Lonrho’s ownership of The Observer and calling on Tiny Rowland to sell it would take up over twenty pages.  Downey did not even mention Dale Campbell-Savours’ role at all.



Hamilton’s anti-Lonrho activity amounted to just six mildly irksome written questions and just two short strongly-worded EDMs over the same period � all of which addressed certain of Lonrho’s alleged activities which, if true,  would have been of genuine concern.



Downey’s account was misleading.  A more accurate assessment would have been to state:



‘The lobbying activity in support of Mr Fayed was generally unexceptional and spasmodic.  However, the activity of Mr Smith, Mr Hamilton, Mr Grylls and Mr Bowden, when totalled up, would nevertheless be eclipsed by that of former Fayed critic Mr Campbell-Savours, whose barrage of fifty-eight relentlessly anti-Tiny Rowland parliamentary motions, concocted in cahoots with David Leigh of The Guardian, seems to have contributed to Lonrho’s later decision to sell The Observer newspaper to The Guardian, which had gone on the record as having wanted to buy The Observer for years.’ 



Given that The Guardian’s reporting has led many people to infer that Hamilton was positively consumed with Fayed’s interests, it is interesting to see what his non-Fayed related activity actually was between the period November 1985 - April 1989, during which he had tabled a total of nine written questions relating to House of Fraser/Lonrho.    



A careful study of the Parliamentary record, Hansard, reveals that Hamilton asked a total of two hundred and sixteen questions relating to other matters � which means that Hamilton’s non-House of Fraser-related activity outnumbered his House of Fraser-related activity by a factor of 25:1.  In other words, Hamilton’s interest in House of Fraser accounted for just 4% of his total interest in all issues.



Of course, this doesn’t prove anything.  Rather more significant though, is Dale Campbell-Savours’ activity.  For his eleven written questions, fifty-eight lengthy EDMs and fourteen interventions on the Floor of the House, all of which reflected Fayed’s/The Guardian’s ambitions of wresting control of The Observer from Tiny Rowland, represents a greater proportion of his Parliamentary activity.  



Observations



Dale Campbell-Savours’ Parliamentary activity was approximately ten times greater than Hamilton’s.  Neither Fayed nor The Guardian have even hinted of any allegations against him.  



In one five-day period (24 July � 28 July 1989), Dale Campbell-Savours tabled twelve lengthy and passionate parliamentary motions, two written questions, and asked a medley of three oral questions.  This exceeded the total parliamentary support Neil Hamilton gave Fayed over 3½ years from his first (Nov 1985) to his last (April 1989).  



Hamilton’s most active year was 1989, during which he tabled four written questions; one short parliamentary motion, and joined a delegation to a government minister.  This is equalled by Dale Campbell-Savours’ most active day, 1 March 1990, on which he put down five lengthy and passionate EDMs.



Dale Campbell-Savours’ criticism of Rowland’s ownership of The Observer began a few days prior to the publication of the special mid-week edition of The Observer on 30 March 1989, despite this edition containing extracts from the (at that time) unpublished DTI report into House of Fraser which were embarrassing to Campbell-Savours’ enemy, the Tory government.  



Dale Campbell-Savours is a friend of Guardian journalist and ‘Sleaze’ author David Leigh.  Leigh made reference to Campbell-Savours’ activities in ‘Sleaze’, least of all the fact that his activity outstripped all Fayed’s Tory sympathisers put together.  Downey did not mention Campbell-Savours’ role in his report either.



Following The Guardian’s purchase of The Observer on 1 June 1993, David Leigh subsequently acquired the (presumably) highly paid post as The Guardian’s comment editor.



Hamilton’s activity was among the least of all Fayed’s parliamentary sympathisers. His stated reasons for supporting Fayed, when examined, are entirely consistent with a genuine sympathy and a genuine, reasonable and measured criticism of what he perceived to be Rowland’s abuse of The Observer.  His support for Fayed took place mainly in the mid-late 1980s, when Fayed’s character was unknown but Rowland’s was generally thought to be controversial.  
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